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Average Bureaucrats

for percussion quartet

Duration: ca. 18’
Commissioned by Line Upon Line Percussion

Premiered by Line Upon Line Percussion on November 2, 2011, in Austin, Texas.

Program Notes

Average Bureaucrats (2011) was inspired by the eponymous painting by Salvador Dali,
which depicts a bent, defeated figure in a deserted landscape peppered with odd,
seemingly unrelated objects. The music, in turn, reflects this depiction as small motives
and patterns are presented as random objects surrounding a barren textural plain. As its
title implies, this piece also explores the fruitless labors of navigating a massive,
unrelenting bureaucracy, much like those depicted in Kafka’s das Schloss (The Castle)
and Terry Gilliam’s Brazil. In these works, the bleak and sinister reality of a labyrinthine
social structure is masked by a seemingly benign indifference that seems to inevitably
lead to madness or death, always preferring euphemisms and meaningless adjectives to

describe objects that may reveal the hideous face of an arbitrary dictatorship.



Instrumentation

Player 1: Vibraphone (motor off)
Player 2: Marimba I

Player 3: Marimba II

Player 4: Glockenspiel, Crotales (2-octave), brake drum, finger cymbals (mounted),
4 metal pipes: C#5, D#5, E5, F5

Glockenspiel should be as resonant as possible

Metal pipes should be mounted so as to resonate

Staging

Glockenspiel Vibraphone

front of stage




Salvador Dali, The Average Bureaucrat (1930)




for Line Upon Line Percussion

AVERAGE BUREAUCRATS

for percussion trio

I. Processed Moods

PIERCE GRADONE
(2011)
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unless otherwise noted, always play legato with pedal half pressed if necessary
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OTHER WORKS AVAILABLE

LUNGFULS OF DUSK
soprano, alto flute and harp

TRACES
clarinet, violin, cello and piano

NET(WORK)
piano trio and electronics

SIGNS AND WONDERS
for wind quintet

BIZZARIE DI FIGURE
chamber orchestra

IN MEMORY'S TWILIGHT
flute, clarinet, violin, cello, piano and percussion

BRITTLE, NOT BREAKING
chamber orchestra

THE NORMS OF EPIC
four female voices

RUCKUS
oboe, clarinet, horn, violin, viola, cello, and bass

AUTOMATON
bass clarinet

TIME, THICKENED
flute, clarinet, violin, cello, harp, piano and percussion

APERTURA
flute, clarinet, alto saxophone, violin, cello, and piano

LOGGERHEADS

trombone choir

THE ART OF FALLING
piano
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