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Instrumentation

1 Flute
1 Oboe
1 Clarinet in B-flat
(doubling bass clarinet)
1 Bassoon

1 Hormin F
1 Trumpet in C
1 Trombone

Percussion 1
Vibraphone (motor OFF)
Marimba (4 octaves)

Crotales (upper octave)
1 Small Triangle

Percussion 2
3 Cowbells (Low/Mid/High)
Drum Set

Paper (two sheets)
Tam-Tam

Suspended Cymbal

Piano

4 Violins
2 Violas
2 Violoncelli
1 Contrabass (C-extension)

Trumpet must also have two small sheets of
paper.

Transposed score.

duration: 10 minutes

Program Note

Bizzarie Di Figure is inspired by two sets of engravings by Giovanni Battista
Bracelli (1616-1649), a Florentine engraver and painter. One collection,
Bizzarie di Varie Figure, consists of a larger number of humanoid figures
composed of various inanimate objects, creating an uncanny world of the
human-machine hybrids. My work is a kind of musical transcription of these
figures, composed of a collection of “bizarre” melodies, untempered

harmonies, and mechanistic rhythms and pulses.

Bracelli himself seemed to have a keen interest in music, having produced
Figure Con Instrumenti Musicali E Boscareccian, an engraved collection of more
conventional human figures making music. One image was particularly
striking, that of two musicians playing the sackbut and serpent (ancestors of
the trombone and oboe, respectively). The sackbut in the engraving inspired
the central portion of the work, an extended trombone solo that synthesizes
the two collections in both its instrumentation and its “bizarre” approach to
melody and harmony.



Performance Notes

(”) 3/4 tone flat
(I 1/4 tone flat

slightly flat, often used in this score to describe 7th partial (31¢ flat)

$ 1/4 tone sharp

ﬁ 3/4 tone sharp

q slightly flat, often used in this score to describe 7th partial (31¢ flat)
# slightly flat, often used in this score to describe 5th partial (14¢ flat)

Strings Winds

s.p. - sul ponticello flz. - flutter-tongue
m.s.p. - molto sul ponticello (nearly on the bridge)

s.t. - sul tasto >J key-click
e.b.p. - extreme bow pressure (scratch tone)

rauschen - bow noise, no pitch

J air sound (little to no pitch)

notes to touch on string tongue-ram

upon which strings to play or which éi
>

><i->< symbol indicates to play behind the
bridge, triangle note head indicates
J tap on body of instrument with fingertips

|

L highest note possible FE—

circular bowin There are two multiphonics employed in this

6 & piece: one for the oboe and one for the bass
clarinet.

Piano Oboe: this multiphonic is taken from Mahnkopf/

Veale Oboe Technique book. This particular MP is

+  mute string while striking key number 28 in the book, an excerpt from which is

below.
(»)
—— touch corresponding node on string while ) |
—— striking key to produce harmonic
’r ® Tz*bq
. ‘ —
D 3 .
Brass ° =
This score asks the hornist to play several natural FC.) { mp- "N
harmonics that should remain untuned. These Eb A
are clearly marked in the score. ep.

Trombone: this score requires a metal straight

mute, a harmon mute (with stem), and a plunger. Bass Clarinet: this multiphonic is taken from

Harry Sparnaay’s The Bass Clarinet: A Personal
History. It is number 78 in his index of
multiphonics. The fingering is given in the
score.

Trumpet: this score requires a straight mute and
harmon mute (with stem)

Percussion

minimum implements required:
2 brushes, 2 rods, 2 sticks, 3-4 soft mallets, 3-4 hard mallets,
1 tam-tam mallet, 3 brass beaters (for crotales), triangle

Recordings of both multiphonics and their
combination are available upon request.

1) Drum set must include 3 toms, kick drum, suspended cymbal, ride cymbal, snare, and 3 mounted cowbells
2) Percussionist 2 will be asked to improvise on the drum set.
3) paper should consist of two small, somewhat thick sheets of paper (card stock)
4) cowbells should be arranged in order of pitch level to match notation
5) r this symbol represents free improvisation on the drum set for the given duration of the note
6) drum set should be close to the bassist, forming a kind of rhythm section
snare drum 3 toms
(snares on) hih (high, mid, floor)
DRUM SET legend —
]]?. ride cymbal & VIOLIN IV VIOLAII
; Tuning frequencies (Hz): . .
. X Tuning frequencies (Hz):
kick drum hi-hat pedal 3 cowbells (mounted)
(small, medium, large) E: 678.57
Scordatura Ad 427.47 d
. . . At 452.89 ®
VIOLIN IV is tuned 1/4 tone sharp for the duration of the piece. D{ 285.30 ) 4o —
VIOLA II is tuned 1/4 tone flat for the duration of the piece. Dt 302.27 5 E— —
Both instruments should be tuned prior to the performance and general tuning # L4 Gd 190.42 d®

Recordings of tuning tones are available upon request. G#201.74 Cd 127.09
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Plate from Bizarrie di Varie Figure
Giovanni Battista Bracelli (1616-1649)
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Hornin F

Trumpet in C

Trombone

Percussion
(2 players)

1I

Piano

I

4 Violins

I

(a)

2 Violas

1I
(Vab)

2 Violoncellos

1I

Contrabass
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jet whistle

5

second fingering should be slightly flat

alternate fingerings
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alternate fingerings
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*there should be no discernible change in tempo
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final bow stroke should be a down bow, with the bow at the tip
allow the sound to fade naturally and allow the string to continue to vibrate
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